
E D I T O R I A L 
T H E CRISIS . 

T H E object of this publication is to 
set forth those facts and arguments 
which show the clanger of race 

prejudice, particularly as manifested to-day 
toward colored people. It takes its name 
from the fact that the editors believe that 
this is a critical time in the history of the 
advancement of men. Catholicity and tol­
erance, reason and forbearance can to-day 
make the world-old dream of human broth­
erhood approach realization; while bigotry 
and prejudice, emphasized race conscious­
ness and force can repeat the awful his­
tory of the contact of nations and groups 
in the past. W e strive for this higher and 
broader vision of Peace and Good Will. 

The policy of T H E CRISIS will be 
simple and well defined: 

It will first and foremost be a news­
paper: it will record important happenings 
and movements in the world which bear 
on the great problem of inter-racial rela­
tions, and especially those which affect the 
Negro-American. 

Secondly, it will be a review of opinion 
and literature, recording briefly books, ar­
ticles, and important expressions of opinion 
in the white and colored press on the race 
problem. 

Thirdly, it will publish a few short 
articles. 

Finally, its editorial page will stand for 
the rights of men, irrespective of color or 
race, for the highest ideals of American 
democracy, and for reasonable but earnest 
and persistent attempt to gain these rights 
and realize these ideals. The magazine 
will be the organ of no clique or party 
and will avoid personal rancor of all sorts. 
In the absence of proof to the contrary it 
will assume honesty of purpose on the part 
of all men, North and South, white and 
black. 

S E G R E G A T I O N . 
Some people in Chicago, Philadelphia, 

Atlantic City, Columbus, O. , and other 
Northern cities are quietly trying to estab­
lish separate colored schools. This is 

wrong, and should be resisted by black 
men and white. Human contact, human 
acquaintanceship, human sympathy is the 
great solvent of human problems. Sepa­
rate school children by wealth and the re­
sult is class misunderstanding and hatred. 
Separate them by race and the result is 
war. Separate them by color and they 
grow up without learning the tremendous 
truth that it is impossible to judge the 
mind of a man by the color of his face. 
Is there any truth that America needs to 
learn more? Back of this demand for 
the segregation of black folk in public in­
stitutions, or the segregation of Italians, 
or the segregation of any class, is almost 
always a shirking of responsibility on the 
part of the public—a desire to put off on 
somebody else the work of social uplift, 
while they themselves enjoy its results. 
Nobody pretends to deny that probably 
three-fourths of the colored children in the 
public schools of a great Northern city are 
below the average of their fellow students 
in some respects. They are, however, 
capable of improvement, and of rapid im­
provement. This improvement can be car­
ried on by the community. The com­
munity can, however, if it is cowardly and 
selfish, shirk this responsibility and pile it 
on the shoulders of the Negroes represented 
by the one-fourth of Negro children who 
are above the average, or equal to it; and 
they can, if they are persistent, succeed in 
pushing back and possibly overwhelming a 
deserving and rising class of colored 
people. 

This is the history of color discrimina­
tion in general in Philadelphia, N e w York 
and Chicago. When the discrimination 
comes in various lines of life, it does not 
bear simply on those who are not hurt by 
it—who do not feel it, and who by their 
position naturally fall outside the lines of 
discrimination, but it comes with crushing 
weight upon those other Negroes to whom 
the reasons for discrimination do not apply 
in the slightest respect, and they are thus 
made to bear a double burden. Further 
than this, when the discrimination is once 
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